Fort Hays State University

FHSU Scholars Repository
Buildings & Facilities

Campus History Collections

10-2-1999

Speech for Rededication of Picken Hall
Fort Hays Kansas State College

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholars.fhsu.edu/buildings

Recommended Citation
Fort Hays Kansas State College, "Speech for Rededication of Picken Hall" (1999). Buildings & Facilities.
614.
https://scholars.fhsu.edu/buildings/614

This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Campus History Collections at FHSU Scholars
Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in Buildings & Facilities by an authorized administrator of FHSU
Scholars Repository. For more information, please contact ScholarsRepository@fhsu.edu.

Speech for Rededication of Picken Hall
FHSU Homecoming - October 2,1999

Dr. Edward H. Hammond,
President

Picken Speech
The tum of the century saw a lot of confusion over the use of the former fort property. It
wasn't until October of 1901 that the Interior Secretary finally ruled on the disposition of the
land. President J. N. Wilkinson of the Kansas State Normal School was able to get the area
settlers to agree to open a branch of the Kansas State Normal School in February of 1902.
Plans had been made to use several of the military buildings for the new Normal School,
but time, weather and vandalism had taken their toll. A gymnasium had been planned for the old
commissary building, but it had collapsed in 1901. President Wilkinson, Board of Regents
member S. H. Dodge, and a committee from the State Normal School found the remaining
buildings with no windows and in general poor repair when they visited in February of 1902.
In the city of Hays, there was talk of the erection of a new building at the site of the new
school, but the immediate problem was money. The $7,000 legislative appropriation would pay
for a new building and no equipment, or for repairs on existing buildings and some equipment.
The Normal School and its regents had to make a quick decision as Hays City area residents and
the people of western Kansas wanted a school in place by summer to help area teachers receive
certification. Local Hays City men were hired to repair the commandant's building for the
principal, the hospital for a classroom, and the guardhouse for a gymnasium.
The person chosen by President J. N. Wilkinson of the Kansas State Normal School to be
principal of the normal branch at Hays City was William S. Picken. He was a popular choice in
educational circles. He had served as principal at Dorrance, Russell County, Kansas, so he knew
the region. He knew the kinds of people that he would meet, the weather, and the land. He had
served as superintendent at Eureka and lola, Kansas. He had worked in extension work and this

prepared Picken for the challenge before him. He conducted teacher institutes at Hays City in the
past so he knew what he was doing and what the challenges were when he was sent to initiate the
last two years of high school at the new branch normal school and to prepare the normal school
graduates for teacher certification.
President Wilkinson of the State Normal School told the citizens of Hays that the
Western Branch was starting under better conditions than the Normal School had started at
Emporia. Emporia started in 1865 with $1,000 and 18 students; the Western Branch had a twoyear appropriation of $12,000 and 34 students. The new school had three buildings and already
plans were being made for the new campus which started with the buildings we now call Picken
and Martin Allen Halls.
The early years were tough years, but the school survived primarily through the efforts of
William S. Picken, who fought hard for the institution. He was straightforward with the state
legislature, and he also had the law on his side. The enabling legislation which created the
Western Branch of Kansas State Normal School stated that the institution had to be maintained
perpetually or the land would"revert back-to the Federal government.
Picken was a classicist in educational philosophy. He was a strict disciplinarian and had
a strong belief in sound fundamentals, the beginning of our institution's strong commitment to
the arts and sciences. William Picken's wife, Lillian Hoxie Picken, frequently used to remind her
husband, "Don't forget the ladies." History indicates she had a strong individual interest of the
students at heart. She had taught for over twenty years in public schools and taught for six years
at the State Normal School in Emporia. She conducted and taught in over twenty normal
institutes. She had normal school and university education. She was equal in experience with
her husband, William, and thus aided him rather significantly in the development of the Western
Branch of the State Normal School.

William Picken was a very public relations conscious principal. The school was able to
keep its name before the public. There was a great deal of celebration around the first
commencement for the institution's first graduates, Schwaller, Shaffer, and Lindley, who
received their diplomas on July 2, 1903.
While Picken and his Hays citizens struggled with the opposition over the permanent site
for the campus, the legislature debated funding of its first building, finally approving $20,000 for
Academic Hall, later Administration Building, and now Picken Hall. Construction was
completed in 1904 and the fall term began at the new campus.
Picken again appealed to the legislature, and $15,000 was appropriated in 1905 for a
gymnasium. The building was occupied in April of 1906. Martin Allen Hall, as it is known
today, was built as a gymnasium, but the long-range plans were to use the building as a library.
Two years later, the two wings were added to Academic Hall at a cost of $40,000. By 1908, the
first phase of the new campus building project was completed, and today we have Picken and
Martin Allen Halls.

